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WORDS FROM THE MINISTER
Our last newsletter came out in July. So much has happened in the life of the church since then. I have
had the privilege of conducting several weddings in the church sanctuary, although the couples were
only loosely related to the church. The services went well, but why wouldn’t they? The sanctuary is
such a lovely place.
Unfortunately I have also had the responsibility for conducting several memorial services in the sanctuary as well. The church continues to mourn the loss of Dick Coffin, Lois Hilliker, and Doris Nuesse, as
well as Bud Reed’s absence from us.
We need to continue to minister to these grieving families. As I explained to the congregation in a recent
sermon, these losses are real and our sadness about them is real as well. But these very real and sad
occasions are not the last word. They are not the ultimate word on the subject. God has the last word
as God’s providential plan brings good out of bad, and as we progress towards the full realization of
God’s Kingdom.
The same thing holds true for good news as well. Charlie Durfee’s report on music at DFCC shares the
good news that we have been given a wonderful new piano for the sanctuary. Also, those who have
remembered Dick, Lois, and Doris with tangible gifts for the church music program have been generous
indeed. Our new Music Director (see his report as well as Charlie’s) will not have “make bricks without
straw!”
Yet, as wonderful as those things are, as real as they are, they are not the last word, the ultimate word.
God’s Word and the realization of God’s Kingdom are the last, the ultimate, word.
Some years ago, I quoted a line that I thought came some great thinker or orator. Unfortunately, upon
investigation, it may have originated with me. Let me know if you can find out where it came from if it did
not originate with me. The line was “Life is comedy but it is not finally a farce; life is a drama but it is not
ultimately a tragedy.” In the midst of our griefs and our joys, the line seems a useful reminder. Life has
a purpose and that purpose is to lead us through all our ups and our downs to the good and the joy and
the peace and the love who is God.
There have been at least two other occasions for celebration in the life of the church since the summer.
First, DFCC has a Bible Study. We meet from 10 to 11 am on Tuesday mornings in Johnson Hall.
Attendance has varied but there seems to be a strong core of about eight people who gather to study
God’s word in the scriptures. We began with the Gospelcan! We cannot be effective disciples of our
Savior, Jesus Christ, without studying the scriptures. Plus, it’s fun, and we laugh a lot!
Second, the church held a wonderful Forum on Church Growth. It was our third Forum this year. Again,
about thirty folks gathered and spent two hours discussing what it means for the church to grow and how
we might go about doing that. The Spirit was present with us, and the discussion was fruitful. Out of our
conversation we’ve already had a pumpkin party for the kids (and for the adults who attended!) and the
church now has a Facebook page. Thank you, Linda Strickland. And thanks to Doug Hardy for jumping
through the regulatory hoops and hurdles that will get us new and more signs pointing people to us!

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE STARTS AT 5:00 PM ON
DECEMBER 24
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WORDS FROM THE MINISTER (continued)
I look forward to continuing our discussion and our efforts to grow the church. Our next Forum will be on
Spiritual Growth, recognizing that the congregation grows both in numbers and in the depth of our faith.
Stay tuned for announcements about that (probably not until after Annual Meeting!).
It has now been a little more than a year since Day’s Ferry Congregational Church called me to be its
settled Pastor. I’m even official. My formal installation occurred in October, and I was blessed in a three
-way covenant between this church, me, and the churches that form the Midcoast Association of the
Maine Conference of the UCC. It was a joyful time indeed! Thanks to all in the church, and that
includes pretty much everyone, who has made this past year so wonderful and productive and loving
and joyful. Even in the midst of our sadness over losses, we can know the joy of relationship with God
in worship and in God’s service. And we anticipate and celebrate that joy in the birth of a child in the
coming seasons of Advent and Christmas. May that joy ever be with us!
Peace,
Alan

BYLAW REVISION COMMITTEE - REPORT
The Bylaw Revision Committee met in mid-November and decided to recommend a number of
changes to our current bylaws. Several are housekeeping matters but a few are substantive
changes. We will present those to the Church Council at its meeting on Sunday, Dec. 2. Those
changes approved by the Council will go before the congregational meeting in January.
The most significant change is the creation of a new officer, the Church Moderator. Currently
the Pastor serves that function at congregational meetings and he wishes to hand off the
responsibility to an able parishioner. Only covenant members would be eligible to serve as
Church Moderator. The Church Moderator would have a term of three years and would be
responsible for leading all congregational meetings, whether annual or special. The Church
Moderator would not be required to serve or chair on any committee of the church. Conceivably
her or his only duty would be chairing congregational meetings.
Second, we have been employing a Communications Covenant in our Forums and committee
meetings this year. The Bylaw Revision Committee voted to recommend incorporating that
Covenant into our bylaws. Thus, we avoid having to consider whether to adopt it at each future
Forum (or church meeting), and commit ourselves to the listening and speaking behaviors
specified in the Covenant. The Covenant has been useful thus far in helping us deal with conflict, inevitable in any gathering of human beings, and we look forward to its assistance in reconciling us in the future.
Third, the Bylaw Revision Committee has recommended that all church staff receive annual
evaluations. This is a useful practice for considering the relationship between church and staff
and for providing a process for gathering ideas that might enhance those relationships.
Peace,
Alan
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BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
DEACONS
We mourn the loss of Doris Nuesse as a
friend and fellow Deacon. The Prayer Shawl
group, Barbie Parker, Charlotte Kirkpatrick,
Nancy Bliss, Chloe Carmer, Polly Thorpe
and Joan Hardy, gave prayer shawls and
scarves for comfort to John Grill and to Ann
McClellan and her children, Molly and Thomas.
We regretfully accepted the resignation of
Jim Strickland but welcome Sue Snell to finish his term.
Our meetings are scheduled for the second
Sunday of each month. We have made
some changes in serving Communion. It is
not necessary to be a Deacon, or even a
past Deacon, to serve Communion. One
Deacon will be appointed each month and
will invite someone from the Congregation to
join them.
The All Church Forum on Church Growth
was held on September 30th. There was
good attendance and many interesting suggestions.

Alan announced at Coffee Hour on November
11th. that Henry Lyons and Peter Konstantaras
would like to be married in the Church Sanctuary next year. The Deacons, as representatives of the Congregation, wholeheartedly approved.
Very best wishes for Christmas and the New
Year,
Susan, David, Sue and Joan

TRUSTEES
A new Rinnai Propane boiler has been installed
in Johnson Hall. This was part of our Capital
Campaign. It is far more energy efficient than
the outdated oil boiler.
Painting has ceased for the year. The spire on
the steeple needs to be finished. New gutters
have been installed on the Church.

We have been busy this fall with organizing
receptions. Three, sadly, followed Memorial
Services on October 6th for Dick Coffin, October 13th for Lois Hilliker and November
24th for Doris Nuesse.

New stone pavers were installed between the
steps leading to the parking lot.

We also had a reception after Rev. Alan
Baughcum’s Installation on October 21st.
It was well attended by the community and
visiting clergy. Special thanks go to Susan
Parker, Annie Miller, Maret Hensick and
Christa Mahar for the lovely receptions.

Our early November work day was successful.
Thanks to all who came and cleaned and
washed. The kitchen looks really great.

We are still designing a 2nd bathroom for Johnson hall.

Stu, Doug, Dan, Nancy, Bob
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FOOD BANK NEWS

OUTREACH
On October 14th Rev. Alan Baughcum, Paul
Seaman and Paul Dumdey (with Annie in
tow) represented the DFCC by participating
in the annual CROP WALK to benefit the
Bath Area Food Bank. They received over
$500 in pledges from the congregation.
Congratulations to all those who walked and
to all who made contributions towards the
Walk.
Once again, Jennifer Oddleifson gathered
the names of three needy families suggested by the Salvation Army and placed lists for
food donations so that these families could
enjoy a complete Thanksgiving dinner. The
lists filled quickly and Jennifer delivered food
baskets to each family just before Thanksgiving Day.
Jennifer will be gathering the names and gift
suggestions for three more Salvation Army
families for whom DFCC congregants will
donate Christmas dinners and presents for
each family. The Outreach Committee
thanks Jennifer for overseeing these projects and all those who have and will be
contributing food items or gifts to help needy
families in our area so they may feel the
blessings of the holidays.
Wendy Sinton
Outreach Committee
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The Bath Area Food Bank has been going
through some growing pains. In mid August the Soup
Kitchen closed after the resignation of the Soup
Kitchen manager. There was talk of moving the Soup
Kitchen to the UCC Church where the Food Pantry
is, but the plans fell through. The Soup Kitchen
stayed closed until mid October when Robby Soares
agreed to take on the responsibilities as temporary
manager until Nov. 21st. After Thanksgiving we were
able to keep the Soup Kitchen running with our
Board president, Barry Compton, stepping forward
as manager. We are still looking for a permanent
manager, hopefully from the wider Bath community.
As a result of the turmoil, the Board decided
that a Retreat was a way to come together to better
plan our future. On Saturday, November 3, the Board
met with a facilitator to talk about our strengths,
weaknesses, visions for the future, etc. We came up
with three main goals: 1. All programs should be in
one building. 2. Have wider Bath community members involved and on the Board. 3. Have paid staff.
We now have committees to work toward these
goals. With our expanded schedule, we will be hoping for more volunteers.
Day’s Ferry now has a Food Pantry schedule of six
weeks during the coming year. Our first commitment
is Tuesday, January 8 and Friday, January 11 both
dates with hours of 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. I have posted
the complete year’s schedule on the board in the
hallway to Johnson Hall.
I want to thank the following for their continued support and willingness to help staff the Food
Pantry in 2012: Joan and Doug Hardy, Bob and Nancy Allen, Howard and Nancy Bliss, Paul Dumdey,
and the whole Seaman family.
Howard Bliss

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
Dae and Sydney help mark the countries who returned greetings on World Communion Sunday.
Members of the congregations read messages from
far away places such as Poland, London and Haiti.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
The Christian Ed program has continued to move along; while small in number, our students have
demonstrated a commitment to learning and to fellowship through reading lessons from the Bible
and sharing activities as a group. In October we were co-hosts to an event sponsored by the MidCoast Youth Network. With the generous support and enthusiasm of our neighbors at the North
Woolwich Methodist Church and the Life Church in Bath, we held a “field day” of sports, games
and competition on the grounds at Chop Point Camp.
As an organization recently created to provide a place for older kids and young teens, the MidCoast Youth Network provides a place to gather and share activities, open conversations about
current issues and to create relationships with adults and students from other Christian Church
youth groups. Twenty five kids altogether participated for a very pleasant afternoon, followed by
an informal dinner cooked over an early evening bonfire. Please help us to spread the word to
our kids (and their parents) that there’s always a place to go where they will find support and good
company within the community.
The Christian Ed program at DFCC requests your help in gaining strength and momentum for the
New Year. Please join us in conversation by hosting a lesson on the altar steps during the
“Children’s Moment” or dismiss yourself along with us to jump into the activity downstairs. We
welcome your participation at any time.
On Saturday, December 8th please look for our table of handmade crafts at the Senior Center Holiday Bazaar on Floral Street in Bath. The following Saturday, December 15th at 10:30 am we will
gather once again for the “Tree Expedition”, a search, locate and retrieve group activity for all ages to cut and return with a choice tree for the DFCC Sanctuary and for anyone who is interested
in a fresh cut (Charlie Brown-like) tree for themselves or for a friend in need. If you are unable to
make the hike, perhaps you’ll join us kids for a light lunch around noon upon return to Johnson
Hall.
With Best Regards for the Holiday Season,
The Christian Ed Committee
Paul Seaman; Linda Strickland and
Kat von Huene

PUMPKIN PARTY FUN!
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Please join us for the

Day’s Ferry Congregational Church

Christmas
Tree Expedition!
We’ll meet at Johnson Hall:

Saturday, December 15, 2012
10:30 am
(Rain or Shine or Flurry)
We’ll hike together into our neighboring acreage
(Seaman/Dubuque property just up the Old Stage Road)
“Lady Slipper Lane” to “Back River Creek”
We’ll cut a tree for the Sanctuary and set it up.
(please cut one for yourself too, or to give someone you care about!)
Also, please join us for lunch upon our return at noon!
If you prefer to skip the hike, just join us for lunch!

Please RSVP by the night before, so we will know what the count
is for lunch:
Paul Seaman 443-5542
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TRUSTEES

Please consider Day’s Ferry Congregational Church in
Your Will
The history of DFCC is replete with evidence of the generosity of its
members and friends. Musical instruments, church bell, hymnals,
choir robes, communion chalice and plates, Bibles, and more, point to
the blessings that gifts can be to the church. One way in which we can
make such gifts is by specifying the church as a beneficiary in our
wills. Please consider specifying DFCC as a beneficiary as you
prepare or revise your wills and other documents of care.
Once you designate DFCC as a beneficiary, you have one more decision to make. Do
you want to make your gift unrestricted (which means that the Trustees may use it
for whatever is most needed at the time), or to designate it to an endowment fund?
If your gift is to be unrestricted, use language something like this in your will: “I
give $__ or % of the residue of my estate, to DFCC of Woolwich, Maine, to be used
without restrictions for the general purposes of the organization.”
If you wish the gift to go to an endowment fund, the principal will not be spent. Only
the income from the principal will be used. You may specify one of these funds:
Parish Improvement Fund: Income may be used only for maintenance of, or capital
improvements to, the church and Johnson Hall.

Unrestricted Fund: Income will be used to meet whatever needs arise.
Because this fund allows maximum flexibility for managing DFCC assets, gifts to this fund are particularly encouraged.
Designated Program Fund: Donors to this fund may select which
church program they wish to benefit, such as Music
r Christian Education.
However you choose to give, your thoughtfulness
will benefit generations to come.

ADVENT 2012
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CAN WE HELP ?
One of the continuing problems in many churches is that the church's pastor and deacons are
sometimes the last to know if a member of the church or community is in need. If we know that
someone needs help, we can often be of assistance in a variety of ways: providing food or transportation or childcare, lending a listening ear, joining together in prayer, offering our labor in
clean-up efforts, and more.
Day's Ferry has made financial provision to help our neighbors and members in two ways. First,
the Mission Committee gives money to several local organizations to relieve suffering. Those
organizations may be able to help.
Or, the church through its Deacons' Fund has monies available to assist folks struggling with lack
of heat, medical bills, temporary inability to pay rent or mortgage or other bills, or other needs too
many to specify. The church, as with its Mission efforts, focuses primarily on very local needs.
As winter approaches, please be mindful that the church needs your help in several ways. First,
we need to know about members and friends who are in need. We can't help if we don't
know. Second, consider making a special gift to the church at Christmas to help replenish the
church's funds available for relief. Finally, when a need is identified, please volunteer your
time and talents to help.

A note of thanks………….
Cheryl Dilts was asked to be the Interim musician for our church until
a permanent Music Director is hired. When she started this past
summer, her role was to provide service music. Since September,
she has pulled together the five voices of the Men’s Choir, providing
them with beautiful music, teaching points, and increasing the
amount of choral music in the worship service.
Cheryl lives in Wiscasset with her husband, who owns and operate a
B&B. She teaches piano and is associated with the Wiscasset Congregational Church, where she is director of the youth choir.

Cheryl Dilts

The choir members would like to thank Cheryl for her involvement
with them and the music she has provided.
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MUSIC COMMTTEE
Intro to the Music Director

It is with great pleasure that the Music Director Search Committee can report a successful
conclusion to the search process. The church has offered the position of Music Director of Day’s
Ferry Congregational Church to Paul Althouse. It was a process that began in July and just recently completed. The time and effort spent proved well worth it, as Paul should be a wonderful
addition to our church and community. The only expenses incurred were for an advertisement on
the American Guild of Organists website. This paid off, as that is how Paul heard of our opening.
Paul Althouse is currently a professor of music at Connecticut College, and the music director of the Niantic (CT) Community Church. At the college, besides teaching music courses, Paul
conducted the college chorus, which will be performing with him for the last time this month. At
the church, he played the organ and conducted the choirs. He will be retiring from both positions
in the next few weeks, as he and his wife Roxane have already moved to their new home in Days
Ferry. The plan is for him to begin on December 16, playing for what will be the third Advent Sunday. He will also be organizing and rehearsing the choir for our traditional Christmas Eve service.
(Interested members, please get in touch! )
So please join us in welcoming Paul and Roxane Althouse to our church and community!
I can’t conclude this search process without expressing a huge ‘thanks’ to my fellow committee members: Linda Strickland, Susan Parker, June Carlisle, and Rev. Alan Baughcum. They
were wonderful to work with, always willing to help in whatever way needed, and very thoughtful
in their discussions. Their work is much appreciated!
The New Piano
If you felt the earth in the Days Ferry area tilt a bit last week, it’s because a new piano was
getting rolled into the church sanctuary! It’s a seven year old Yamaha baby grand, very nice
looking and beautiful sounding. The piano is a gift to the church from Fred Moon, of Camden. It
was facilitated by Ann McClellan in memory of her mother, Doris Nuesse, a long time parishioner
who recently died, very sadly. The piano was in place for Doris’s memorial service on November
24th, making that a lovely tribute. The church would very much like to thank Mr. Moon and Ms.
McClellan for their wonderful contribution!
Meanwhile, the parlor grand that has been in the sanctuary for many years, and given us
great service, has been returned to it’s original owners, Sabrina and Randy Doak. Sabrina and
Randy live in Days Ferry and are, of course, long time church members. Many thanks to the
Doaks!
Respectfully submitted,
Charles Durfee

ADVENT 2012
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INTRODUCING DR. PAUL ALTHOUSE
Day’s Ferry Congregational Church is pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. Paul Althouse as their new Director of Music. He has recently
moved to Woolwich and will begin his duties on Sunday, December 16 at
the 10 a.m. service.
Dr. Althouse was raised in Maryland and graduated from Mount Hermon
School (MA) before enrolling in Harvard College. At Harvard he received
the Leonard Bernstein Scholarship and was the conductor of the Harvard
Graduate Chorale during his senior year. He graduated magna cum laude
with a thesis on Gustav Mahler and was named Assistant Conductor of the
Harvard Summer School Chorus.

Dr. Paul Althouse

Dr. Althouse received his M. Phil. and PhD degrees in music history from Yale University. At Yale
he was co-founder and conductor of the Yale Bach Society, a choral-orchestral group that specialized in 18th century music. During this seven-year period he conducted many of the finest
works of Bach and Mozart, including Bach’s Mass in B minor and St. John Passion as well as
various Mozart symphonies and masses.
In 1970 Dr. Althouse was appointed Assistant Professor of Music and Director of Choral Activities
at Connecticut College, where he taught and conducted for 42 ½ years. While at the College he
conducted most of the monuments of the choral literature, including Requiem settings of Mozart,
Verdi and Brahms, Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, Bach’s Mass in B minor and St. John Passion,
and Stravinsky’s Les Noces and Symphony of Psalms.
Dr. Althouse’s doctoral dissertation at Yale dealt with the performance of Carl Loewe’s ballads.
He followed in that vein when he was asked in 1976 to contribute to American Record Guide, the
oldest American journal reviewing classical recordings. Since that date he has had more than
1400 reviews published in ARG, as well as in Opus, Schwann, and Stereophile. In addition he has
contributed numerous articles and book reviews, including extensive entries on Brahms and
Schubert in Classical Music: The Listener’s Companion (2000).
In 1982 Dr. Althouse was appointed Director of Music at Niantic Community Church (CT), where
he directed adult and youth choirs, as well as a high-school instrumental group. During this period
he oversaw considerable growth in the church’s music program, including two handbell choirs,
two gospel choirs and a contemporary service. In Day’s Ferry he looks forward to a revitalized
choir and the excitement of the church’s new Yamaha piano, as well as the possibility of bringing
organ music back to the church.
Dr. Althouse will be living in Day’s Ferry with his wife Roxane, whose training was in art history
and music. They have two grown children: Jeremy, who works in NYC for Princeton Consultants;
and Whitney, who lives in Boulder, CO
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MEMORIAL SERVICES
FOR DEAR FRIENDS

Richard Hale Coffin
June 27, 1920 - September 26, 2012

A traveler ventured forth one day
Upon a long and winding road
With faith and trust to lead the way
With strength and will to bear his load.

Lois Mary Cook Hilliker
June 15, 1920 - October 8, 2012
Those we love don’t go away,
They walk beside us every day,
Unseen, unheard, but always near,
Still loved, still missed, and very dear.

7 PIECE SILVER TEA SERVICE
DONATED TO OUR CHURCH BY LOIS HILLIKER
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Doris ann nuesse
August 14, 1936 - October 18, 2012
Love is patient,
Love is kind,
Love goes on forever...

INSTALLATION OF
REV. DR. ALAN BAUGHCUM
October 21, 2012

Visiting Clergy

Rev. Charles Wildman with
Rev. Dr. Alan Baughcum

