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Special dates of
interest:

2012 Cabin Fever Silent Auction
Thanks to all my helpers
and the generosity of so many,
the final total was $7165.
Nancy Allen



Trustees Meet, Thur.
April 19 @ 8:30 am



Church Council
meets April 22 @
11:30 am
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MINISTER’S COMMENT
From the Pastor,
Did you ever wonder what the pastor does in between the times you see her or, in this case, him
on Sunday morning? During the six years I was both working full-time as an economist and going to seminary, my work colleagues would from time to time consider my plan to become an ordained parish minister and ask me in puzzlement, “But what are you going to do with all that time
between Sundays!?”
On Sunday and in-between Sundays I see my job as a pastor as being a person who says,
“YES!” When the Deacons consider ways of reaching out to the community, inviting neighbors to
worship, welcome them, and talk to them about becoming members, I say “YES!” When the Outreach Committee considers ways of taking leadership and reaching out to the youth to generate
large-scale community-wide participation in the upcoming Walk for Habitat (April 22) and the
Crop Walk (in October), I say “YES!” When the Christian Education Committee plans the curriculum and looks for creative ways of educating our children in the Children’s Moment and in Sunday School, I say, “YES!” When the Music Director and Music Committee consider ways of
reaching out to the community and inviting our neighbors to new and interesting musical events
at the church, I say, “YES!” When the church is motivated to increase its giving to the One Great
Hour of Sharing, I say, “YES!” When the church covenants to employ new and loving ways in our
speaking and listening and behaving, I say “YES!”
The world and culture say, “NO!” The ecoNOmy is in trouble and tells us we can’t share and take
care of one aNOther. Fear says “NO!” Our friends and relations get sick, suffer, and die. Scary!!
Our losses tell us to retreat and withdraw from involvement and community. Our grief shouts a
giant “NO!”
But there is a place within us that says, “YES!” It is our internal place of communion with God.
The King James Version of Isaiah 6:4 says there is such a place in our community named Beulah
land, also a place of communion with God.
More than 100 years ago a woman named Harriet Qua wrote a wonderful gospel hymn about
both the personal and communal Beulah land, “Is Not This the Land of Beulah?” Here are some
of the lyrics:
I am dwelling on the mountain,
Where the golden sunlight gleams
O’er a land whose wondrous beauty
Far exceeds my fondest dreams;
Tell me not of heavy crosses,
Nor of burdens hard to bear,
For I’ve found this great salvation
Makes each burden light appear…
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And how sweetly Jesus whispers:
“Take the cross, thou need’st not fear,
For I’ve tried the way before thee,”
And the glory lingers near.
Refrain:

Is not this the land of Beulah?
Blessed, blessed land of light,
Where the flowers bloom forever,
And the sun is always bright!

As we move towards the end of the season of Lent, let us joyfully take up our crosses. Grief and
trouble and disappointment may threaten to overwhelm us with their insidious “NO!” Instead, let
us speak out of our personal and communal places of Beulah and together gladly shout "YES!",
and join together in mission and ministry to bring glory to our Savior and our God!

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH
Christian Outreach has begun working on possibilities for additional opportunities to serve our local communities and beyond. This
year we will continue our work with the Bath Area Food Bank, Habitat for
Humanity and our Salvation Army families. Once again, we will donate
money from DFCC to several non-profits. We are also thinking of outreach opportunities which might include finding a sister church in another part of the world, possible mission exchanges, participation in the
UCC at large or looking at donating to LIHEAP or a local fund for heating
assistance. We welcome any suggestions from the congregation so
please let us know if you have ideas for further outreach possibilities.
Wendy Sinton
Christian Outreach Coordinator

Page 4

DFCC WEATHERVANE

BATH FOOD BANK
During the last few months the Food Pantry at the United Church of Christ Church on
Congress Avenue has supplied food for an average of 500 family members a month. This
shows the great need during these economic times. Clients can come once a month and get a
box of canned goods, dry foods, meat they select from our supply, and assorted personal care
items. The 12 churches in our area take turns staffing the Food Pantry. Our church staffs the
Food Pantry five times during the year.
Where does the food come from? 1. A large part comes from government surplus distributed once a month to many food banks in the mid-coast area according to their size. 2. Trips to
the Good Shepherd Food Bank warehouse in Auburn about every other a week. 3. Donations
from area churches. 4. Food bought from Brackets Market in Bath. 5. Extra food from the
Brunswick Food Pantry after they close on Fridays.
The Soup Kitchen located in the First Baptist Church at the corner of Washington and
Elm Streets in Bath has seen an increase in the number of clients served since renovation in
January and the new management. Meals are served Monday, Wednesday, Friday from 11
a.m. to noon and Friday evening too. In February the Soup Kitchen served a total of 1,489
meals.
From HOWARD BLISS

HABITAT SPRING WALK—APRIL 22
Sunday April 22 marks the annual Habitat outdoor fundraising
celebration in Bath. Again this year both runners and walkers are
invited to join in the fun and support the Habitat goal to provide
sustainable housing for families of limited income and to repair and
weatherize existing homes. Since 1990 our Habitat chapter has built
33 homes and helped more than 100 families achieve their dream of
homeownership.
This year a 5K run (certified by USATF) begins at 9 am and a 5K walk
for those who prefer to stroll begins at 2 pm. The course starts at
the Restore on Centre Street and includes scenic views of the
Kennebec and historic Bath neighborhoods. Good company and
refreshments are guaranteed.
Sign up forms as well as pledge forms are available on the table outside Johnson
Hall, or contact Linda Wood.
Last springs walk brought in $1,815. We can certainly top that this year! This is an
easy walk and lots of fun. Bring a walking partner.
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DEACONS

We were sorry to lose Nancy Bliss and Andreas von Huene from the
Deaconate. They have both been a tremendous asset these past six
years. We honored them at the Annual Meeting with special plaques
which Jim Strickland stayed up all night to finish !
On the other hand, we are pleased to have David Miller and Susan
Parker join us. They have agreed to co-chair the Deaconate. Doris
Nuesse is our representative to Council, Jim mans the web site, and
Joan Hardy is secretary.
We assisted at the First Open Forum which was held on February 12th.
We will also assist at the second forum which is about music and is
slated for April 29th.
We served Communion by intinction at our first Ash Wednesday Service
on February 22nd. With Rev. Alan Baughcum, we are planning the
activities for Holy Week which begins on Palm Sunday. The Tenebrae
Service will be on Maundy Thursday, April 5th. This beautiful and
solemn service will include eight readers, music by the choir and
Lauren Haven, and Communion. We have invited neighboring churches to
join us. On Easter Sunday, we will again place flowers on Andreas'
beautiful cross.
Alan hosted the Mid Coast Association of Evangelical Clergy at a lunch
on March 14th. We helped with the food and will again when he hosts
the Mid Coast Association of the Maine Conference on March 21st.
With thanks to all of you who sign up to greet, bring flowers and
prepare coffee hour.
Susan, David, Joan, Doris and Jim

Page 6

DFCC WEATHERVANE

MUSIC DIRECTOR

Some Musical Notes Again we begin with our very heartfelt thanks to the men of the Choir,
for their wonderful contribution to the spirit of our services. And our thanks to
all of you for the constant support you give to us.
It seems like ages have passed since our last message to you before
Advent and Christmas. We had very special offerings from the children - a
sweet carol and a brass quartet, a beautiful Bach duet from Andreas and Balt.
Candlelight was a perfect service, a 'holy' night, with Lauren in solo, and a
great arrangement of 'Go Tell It on the Mountain' created by Bob for a dramatic
start to the service.
Last week we had a service with lots of hymn singing. Alan related
back stories for the Congregational hymns, followed by a chance for people to
choose favorites - a very pleasing thing. This will come again.
We have some fine music coming in the next few weeks. Lauren and
Scott will sing and play on the 18th and Lauren will be with us in the Tenebrae
service. Easter Sunday the Choir will welcome Olympia, Blanche, Sarah and
Nate Wiley. Scott will play again. Matt Fogg will be our special guest on April
15.
We're looking forward to the Forum on music on April 29. Alan, the
MC and I are looking ahead at some things we might discuss, but the BIG
thing will be for all of you to express very freely your wishes for music that
you'd like to hear from us. Among things we'll talk about will be music in the
services, your wishes for guest musicians and the hope for doing concerts,
thus bringing a variety of musicians to us as well as opening our doors to many
people from the community. This is a time for us to be looking ahead toward
the future. We have some exciting 'projects' to be working on and this is the
time for you to become a very important part of this future.
From Nancy, Jo and Gordon

For more information about Day’s Ferry Congregational Church,
please visit our website @ daysferrycongregational.org.
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The Baughcums join DFCC

On January 15, 2012, Rev. Dr.
Alan Baughcum and his wife,
Donna, were welcomed into the
fellowship of the Day’s Ferry
Congregational Church.
Deacons Nancy Bliss and
Andreas von Huene officiated.

Nancy Bliss, Rev. Dr. Alan Baughcum, Donna Baughcum,
& Andreas von Huene

DFCC ANNUAL MEETING
DFCC held their Annual Meeting on
Sunday, January 22 in Johnson Hall.
The meeting was preceded by a luncheon of sandwiches and light deserts.
Rev. Dr. Alan Baughcum moderated
the meeting. The Trustees budget for
2012 was passed.
Jim Strickland presents appreciation gifts to
Nancy Bliss and Andreas von Huene

Members of the Congregation pay rapt
attention during a presentation

Treasurer Nancy Allen discusses a financial
question with Rev. Baughcum
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TRUSTEES
The Trustees currently planning for the second phase of Spring when the
weather warms up again. Our projects for the spring are:
 Finish the painting of the church building. The work was stopped last fall due to
cold weather.
 Re-roof the steeple skirt. A contract has been let for this work. Again, this is
weather dependant.
 Seriously consider a second bathroom located in the basement. Design specifications are being developed and will be discussed at the next Trustees meeting.
 Complete the second step in our Capital Campaign; I.e., replacing the boiler in
Johnson Hall.
 Organizing a Church Clean-up / Work Day for May 12.
Over the winter, we had a new organ bench built to replace the old one. The
old one was cracked and earlier repairs were not holding up.
We also organized the Annual Fundraiser which was a very successful
event. (See note on page 1)
As you realize, the Church has a memorial fund that accepts contributions to
the church to honor past members and or families. For 2012, the Trustees are
opening the door to a musician sponsorship program. This is a way to provide additional guest musicians, throughout the year. For example, a person or family could
sponsor a particular musician in honor or memory of a loved one. The sponsor
would cover the cost of the performer.

FUNDRAISER

Dave Andrews, Charlotte Kirkpatrick, Donna Baughcum

THE BIG WINNER
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Nancy Allen—Chair of Fundraiser

There’s more to an auction than bidding

Polly Thorpe enjoying herself

Where the action really is.
Bookkeepers Joan and Doug Hardy, &
Charlotte Kirkpatrick

Thank you to Auction Chair
Nancy Allen and her helpers for
a fun and profitable evening!
Nancy Whatley plays
beautiful music

