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What a time in our lives!  The Holy Spirit seems active in our congregational life together, and it 
seems a joyful period indeed in in the life of Day’s Ferry Congregational Church.  We look forward 
to Thanksgiving, the season of Advent and the celebration of Christmas.  And I give thanks as the 
congregation and I mark the anniversary of my November 13 arrival at Day’s Ferry Congregation-
al Church four years ago. 
 
Personally, my wife and I are happily anticipating the birth of our first granddaughter in the spring.  
And I am amazed to discover that I have now been a settled pastor for ten years, having been or-
dained on Nov. 20, 2005. 
 
It must have been a similarly joyful time in the lives of Mary and Joseph twenty-one hundred 
years ago.  Joseph had been reassured by an angel from heaven that his son was from the Holy 
Spirit and would save the Jewish people from their sins. He could marry Mary without shame or 
disgrace to either of them.  Young Mary would have been relieved that she was to be safely mar-
ried to Joseph and not become an outcast because of her pregnancy.  More than that, she was 
going on a road trip with Joseph to meet new people in a new place, Bethlehem.  Exciting!  (Mt 1, 
Lk 1-2)  
 
Yet in the outside world there was much that was painful and difficult.  On the world stage, the 
Roman Empire had only been an empire for only about thirty years.  There was still a lot of uncer-
tainty about the stability of the empire, and in fact there would be times of civil war in the years to 
come.   
 
The situation in Judea was not much better.  Herod was king and was seen as a puppet of his Ro-
man masters.  He would have been hated and distrusted for that reason, but his family back-
ground was also suspect, being partly Idumean and not entirely Jewish.  The Jewish people had 
been conquered several times (Assyrians, Babylonians, Greeks, Romans), with a revolution that 
had succeeded only about 150 years before Jesus was born.  It was a rough neighborhood and 
there was lots of tension and political unrest.  The Romans kept the lid on things with violence 
and cruel punishments at any sign of public disorder. 
 
So also in our time ... “failed states” around the world ... newly aggressive regimes in Russia and 
China ... inclinations towards increased military involvement in Syria in our own government ... 
more refugees than at any time since World War II ...  seeming increases in gun violence in the  
U. S. in places that should be safe refuges like schools and churches. 
What are we to do as we look forward to the light coming into the world in the upcoming Advent 
and Christmas seasons?  Here is an idea from the poet Mary Oliver: 
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FROM THE MINISTER—CONTINUED 

 
 

What I Can Do 
 

 The television has two instruments that control it. 
 I get confused. 

 The washer asks me, do you want regular or delicate? 
Honestly, I just want clean. 

Everything is like that. 
I won’t even mention cell phones. 

I can turn on the light of the lamp beside my chair 
where a book is waiting, but that’s about it. 

Oh yes, and I can strike a match and make fire. 
 
Let us focus on what we can do instead of what we cannot do.  We can all make fire where 
we are and use it to help others have warmth and light, heat and energy, and love. 
 
Sisters and brothers, let us each strike a match and share the light and the love here at Day’s 
Ferry Congregational Church and everywhere we go.  Jesus is the light of the world and calls 
each of us to share that light with the rest of God’s Creation -- even when that Creation 
seems so very dark.   
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BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS  

DEACONS 

Annual Survey 
 
The Deacons have reviewed the results of the annual survey of the congregation about the 
relationship between the congregation and the Pastor.  The response rate from the congre-
gation was the best ever.  All of those responding agreed or strongly agreed that the rela-
tionship between the Pastor and the congregation is progressing well, and 92% agreed or 
strongly agreed that the Church is progressing well on its goals.  There remains strong sup-
port for almost all church activities.  The deepest concern among those responding is the 
need to add membership, especially families with children. 
 
Representatives from the Deacons have met with Rev. Baughcum to review the results of 
the survey.  Special mention was made of the congregation’s support of his ministry, the 
high regard the for his efforts in visiting members of the congregation, and his preparation 
for special events in the life of the church such as weddings, memorial services, and holiday 
services. The Deacons also discussed the challenges he faces in meeting all the demands 
of his call, and offered some advice on how his sermons might ensure spiritual guidance for 
the congregation. 
 
As always, the Deacons are grateful for the willingness of the congregation to respond 
thoughtfully to our survey. 
 
Advent Luncheon and Carol Sing 
 The Deacons have moved the annual Advent supper and carol sing from its tradition-
al dinner in the late afternoon to a luncheon after the worship service on Sunday, December 
13.  Our primary motivation is to increase attendance and avoid excluding members of the 
congregation who prefer not to drive after dark.  There will be a sign-up sheet soon just to 
give the Deacons an estimate of attendance.  As always, the congregation is encouraged to 
invite your friends and neighbors to join us for this event.  
 
Crèche Ceremony 
 Nancy Bliss has graciously agreed to lead the installation of the crèche in the sanctu-
ary with the participation of the children during the worship service on Sunday, December 
13.  Parents and grandparents are urged to provide the supporting crowd of children at that 
time. 
 
Poinsettia Sponsors 
 In early December members of the congregation may sign up to sponsor memorial 
poinsettia plants to decorate the sanctuary for the holiday season.  By the time the sign-up 
sheets are posted, our supplier will have a firm price for each plant.  Plants may be taken at 
the end of the Christmas Eve worship service. 
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TRUSTEES 

Our physical plant (The Church and Johnson Hall) is in good condition for the upcoming win-
ter months. 
 During the heavy rains this past fall, Dan Wood discovered that there was significant water 

in the Church basement. He found that the sump pump was not working and has since re-
placed the pump. 

 A gutter will be installed on the west side of the Church. It is felt that this is contributing to 
some of the water in the basement. 

 We thank Adam Snell for his snowplowing the past two years. He has moved and will not 
be able to continue this effort. We have re-contracted with Landcrafters to plow and shovel 
this year. 

 The relatively new boiler in Johnson Hall suffered some problems;  a circuit board and two 
sensors had to be replaced. 

 One of the wall sconce lighting fixtures in the Sanctuary suffered some damage. It is at a 
shop in South Portland being repaired. It was noted during this repair, that the electrical 
wiring from the wall box to the fixture is also in need of repair. It will be re-wired as well. 
Examining the remaining wall mounted fixtures showed that they all need to be re-wired as 
well. These will be done during the next few months, starting after the holiday season. 

 We were suffering low water pressure and Dan Wood contacted a plumber to look at our 
well pump. A mole was found in the pressure switch control and released outside. Water 
pressure is back to normal. No report on the mole. 

 An ad hoc landscape committee has been formed to improve and coordinate the plantings 
around the church. 

 
The Church finances to the end of October show that the Year to Date offering is at 100.3% of 
our year to date budget figure. The Trustees are requesting all Boards and Committees to 
have their budget proposals into the trustees by the end of November, 2015. 
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OUTREACH 

DFCC  WEATHERVANE 

  
 In September, we donated $1000 to the American Refugee Com-

mittee to aid the Syrian refugees. 
 The Church Council has agreed that we will continue to support 

the Bath food Bank in 2016. 
 We have again adopted three families from the Salvation Army for 

Thanksgiving and Christmas food and gifts. Jennifer Oddleifson 
has posted sign-up sheets in the entry to Johnson Hall. 

 
 Thanks to Nancy, Howard, Paul, Joan, Jennifer, and Linda 
 
 

FOOD CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 The Christian Education Committee has had the pleasure of 
children in attendance on several Sundays this fall. The children have 
participated in stories, drawing, and starting to learn the Lord’s Prayer. 
In January, we will return to a “sign-up” sheet in the vestry for those 
who would consider volunteering to help teach a brief lesson, or be 
willing to assist. Pre prepared lessons are available in the Sunday 
school area. 
 
 Our Safe Church Policy requires (2) people to be present with 
the children, so anyone interested in helping on one or two Sundays a 
month would be appreciated. 
 
 Please see Kris Quill with any questions, or just add your name 
to the sign up sheet. 
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2016 Church Auction 
 
Last year we moved the annual action from its traditional date in early Febru-
ary to late March—and a good thing we did because it most probably would 
have been postponed due to last year’s extraordinary winter.  With the move, 
we had a lot more attendance and made more money.  So this year, we are 
moving the auction another month to April 30.  We’ll have even more daylight 
and less chance of weather problems.  So please begin thinking of quality ob-
jects and services you could donate to benefit the church.  If you have ideas or 
questions about items for the auction, please contact Annie Miller at 207-607-
1115 or at farnermiller@comcast.net. 

The Sing-a-Long at our march 2015 Auction 
Courtesy of Annie Miller 
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CELEBRATION OF REED ORGAN RESTORATION 

 On Sunday, September 20th, we celebrated the 
restoration of our historic reed organ! 
 The organ was built by Wilcox & White of Meri-
den, CT around 1890. We sent it off for about a year for 
thorough restoration by retired United Church of Christ 
minister   Allen Myers of Brooklin, ME. The work included 
complete cleaning and tuning, plus a removal of the elec-
tric motor (added around 1988) and restoration of the 
treadles to supply wind. 
 Our special worship service reflected much of the 
liturgical practice of the late 19th century Congregational 
Church and featured music that would have been played 
at that time. The service was led by the Rev. Dr. Alan 
Baughcum and the sermon was delivered by Rev. Allen 
Myers. 

Rev. Dr. Alan Baughcum in period clothing Rev. Myers delivers the sermon 

Paul Althouse gives an organ lesson! The service was followed by an elegant 
reception organized by  Annie Miller and 

Susan Parker 

Article and photos 
courtesy of Sally 

Davis 

Rev. Myers and Rev. Baughcum 
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CHRISTMAS TREE EXPEDITION 

Paul Seaman will lead the annual Christmas 
Tree Expedition on Saturday, December 5. 

Meet at the Church at 11:00 AM. 
Any and all are invited, and if anyone would like 
to cut a tree for themselves or for a neighbor in 

need, they are welcome too. 
There will be a light lunch hosted by Paul. If you 
are not able to make the hike, please join us for 

the lunch and setting up the tree. 

EVENTS COMMITTEE 

The Event Committee has been busy wrapping up the garden and setting up for  
Dinners for Eight.  The garden was put to bed for the winter and plans our being 
considered for next years growing season.  The yields this season were down from 
the pervious year. 
 
The Committee has set up Dinners for Eight and went with the suggestion for doing 
the dinners around the four seasons of the year.  So, we have had about 11 couples 
sign up and the list is prepared for the hosts, Church members and invited guests.  
Each host will be paired with two other couples and asked to invite a fourth couple or 
two singles to round the group of eight.  The host will select the season and set up 
the dinner.   
 
The committee decided not to do the September cook out as it would conflict with 
another Church event.  The committee will be planning for 2016 events in the near 
future and would like any feed back on events that the committee should sponsor to 
help grow the Church membership.  Some of the events that the committee is con-
sidering are cook outs in May and September, planting the garden, book reviews 
and a yard sale in late June.  
 
Michael Sinton 
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DINNERS FOR EIGHT 

DAY’S FERRY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH DINNERS FOR 8 
TWO DINNERS IN 2016 

 
ALTHOUSE//HARDY// DOAK 
 
REED GROUP  (REED, PARKER, KIRKPATRICK, COFFIN)//ANDREWS 
 
SINTON//HATCH//DAVIS 
 
WOOD//ALLEN//BERGQUIST 
 
CARLISLE (available after April 2016)//GRAY//BAUGHCUM  
 
******                       ******                ******               ****** 
 
ANDREWS//HATCH//WOOD 
 
DAVIS//BERGQUIST//DOAK 
 
BAUGHCUM//REED GROUP 
 
ALLEN//HARDY//CARLISLE (available after April 2016) 
 
GRAY//ALTHOUSE//SINTON 
 
WELCOME TO DINNERS FOR 8 version 2016!  The Events Committee is providing the 
groupings for two (2) dinners in 2016.  The names in red are the hosts for each particular 
dinner.  They will be responsible for setting the time and place of ‘their’ dinner (which is 
shared potluck).  All details, for example the date and time or menu are left to the discretion 
of the group (i.e. both your dinners might turn out to be in May or one might be in January, 
the other in December – it is purposely left for the individual dining groups to decide what 
they would like to do).  Please remember that we have arranged groups of 6 so that you are 
free to invite additional folk (2 or more if you like) from within the church community - or out-
side it – again, your choice.  The goal is good fellowship and an opportunity to meet new 
folks or get to know acquaintances better.   
 
If any other people would like to join in at some point during the year, let me know 
(rmlalthouse@hotmail.com or 389-4312), and we will add them on to existing groups or add 
additional groups if the numbers warrant.  
 
Enjoy and bon appetit! 
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FAREWELL TO SUE AND RICK 

On Sunday, November 22, The Congregation said a fond farewell to Sue and Rick Snell  
with accolades and a cake during the coffee hour. Sue Snell served on the Board of Dea-
cons and took on the task of supplying freshly baked bread for Communion. Sue was a 
regular member of the choir as well. One of the remembrances of Rick is the computer as-
sistance he gave the financial team at the annual Silent Auction and Fundraiser. His soft-
ware development significantly helped the check-out process. 
 
Sue and Rick lived in Woolwich for thirty years while raising their children. The Congrega-
tion will miss them, but wishes them well in their new house in Scarborough. 

Rick and Sue Snell 

David Miller, Rick, and Sue Snell 

Cutting the cake honoring the Snells at Coffee Hour. 


