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…………….A R E M I N D E R…………
THE DFCC FUNDRAISER / SILENT AUCTION IS SATURDAY,
MARCH 21.
STARTING TIME IS 5:00 p.m. BOOM COVE LODGE
BRING A FRIEND, NEIGHBOR , RELATIVE
This is the Church’s only fundraising event of the year.
As the Master of Ceremonies urges:
“Bid High, Bid Often”
Food and Beverages will be provided.
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WORDS FROM THE MINISTER
I once knew a Unitarian minister whose church was in the same town as mine. As Easter
approached one year, he confided in me that he did not look forward to preaching a sermon on
Easter Sunday morning ... he had, he said, nothing special to say to the congregation on that
Sunday. He seemed sad, even embarrassed.
That is not true for me. I have preached before on this special day of recognition of the
resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth from death to eternal life. And I will do so again this year.
The problem is how to make the resurrection of Jesus convincing and persuasive to those
who listen to the message. Of all the human beings who have now or have ever existed
(demographers estimate that number at seventy to one hundred billion), only one was brought
from death to a state in which he will never again die. Lots of people are revived or even resurrected from states of near-death but they will later die a final death. Jesus is eternally alive.
Not only does this Christian pastor insist that this happened to only one out of one hundred
billion people, I am persuaded that it happened to an otherwise unremarkable artisan/carpenter/
handyman two thousand years ago in a part of the world that was on the very edge of Western
civilization of the time.
Jesus did not win a Super Bowl. Nor did he compete in the Olympics games. He was not
at the center of action in any endeavor. He was not a person of high status in the Roman Empire
or in the religious structures of his time ... he was nobody.
In fact had Jesus not appeared to his followers after his crucifixion, it is highly likely that we
would not today know anything about him. His life history, his words, his deeds would have dried
up and blown away in the dry winds of Judea
Maybe that is in fact one of the strongest arguments for Jesus’ resurrection. He died the
death of a common criminal, killed by the Empire for stirring up trouble ... at least his accusers
claimed he was stirring up trouble by behaving and teaching in ways that were way out of whack
for ordinary worshipers in the Temple in Jerusalem.
And then he returned from death. Oh, he did not do it himself. It was God who defeated
death and returned Jesus to the living (forever!).
Jesus’ claim to fame is not himself. Jesus claimed no fame but instead urged and lived
obedience to God.
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from Page 2)

We tend not to do that. When I was growing up, my brother and I always got new clothes
for Easter ... part of the excitement of the day was showing off our new duds. We hunted for
Easter eggs ... the excitement was how many candies and chocolates we could accumulate. We
ate a big celebratory meal after worship ... the goal was to eat as much ham and other goodies
(including deviled eggs!) as we could.
Jesus did not celebrate his resurrection. He does even appear in the shorter ending to the
Gospel according to Mark (our lectionary Gospel for Easter Sunday). In the longer ending to
Mark, Jesus upbraids the disciples for not believing the witnesses who had seen him, risen from
the tomb ... no celebration there!
Whether or not you are convinced of God’s resurrection of Jesus, I hope you will plan on
attending our Easter breakfast and worship on Easter Sunday, April 5. Perhaps the fellowship
and worship will persuade you to our risen Savior. Regardless, I hope you will pay attention to
Jesus’ message: be obedient to the one true God and serve God and neighbor even as Jesus
did.

Peace
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BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
DEACONS
From the Deacons
The timing for Palm Sunday and Easter couldn’t be better this year as it promises to coincide
with the loosening of the grip of a winter we will long remember. Join your fellow congregation
members as we remember the passion of our Savior and the triumphant promise of Easter.
For Day’s Ferry Congregational Church, the traditions include the festive the symbolic palms on
Sunday, March 29th, the moving twilight Tenebrae service with communion and contemplative
silence on Thursday, April 2nd, and the joyous celebration of Easter on April 5th with the
traditional breakfast, the flower-filled sanctuary, the decoration of the crucifix and the Easter
anthems of the Choir. We look forward to seeing our spiritual brothers and sisters at all of these
central commemorations of our faith.
A new effort sponsored by the Deacons will be a three-session discussion group of Atul
Gowande’s best selling book, “Being Mortal.” The author is a doctor at Brigham and Women’s
Hospital in Boston, a staff writer for the New Yorker, and a recipient of a MacArthur Foundation
grant. His book tackles the challenge of aging and the struggle to master the complex issues
and competing forces of final days. David Miller has volunteered to lead the discussion
because he found Gowande’s humility as he endured his father’s death a compelling
examination of issues facing us all as we deal with the decline of our parents and our own exit.
Look for a sign-up sheet for book orders and some suggestions about timing and location for
interested participants right after Easter.

EASTER BREAKFAST
A GOURMET BREAKFAST ON

EASTER SUNDAY.

2 SEATINGS
CHOIR at 8:30
Congregation AT 9:00

A don’t miss affair.
Please sign up

EASTER 2015
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TRUSTEES
Our main projects for the year so far have been keeping the church property clear of
snow and keeping the church property clear of snow. Adam Snell, son of Rick and Sue
Snell, is our snow removal person again this year. He has been on top of every snowfall and
then some, even hand sanding the parking lot. Thank you, Adam.
We had to buy a new dishwasher for the Johnson Hall kitchen. As it always happens,
when we announced our surplus at the Annual Meeting, the old dishwasher stopped cleaning. The Trustees bought a Bosch unit and had the vendor install it. Feedback has been
positive. An aside, the unit is extremely quiet.
If you missed a Sunday due to inclement weather and / or poor driving conditions, that
could be a reason that our collection is way below expectations. To meet our $60,000 budget
for 2015, it is necessary for the collection to take in an average of $ 5000 per month. As of the
end of February the collection was at 84% of the budget. So if you missed a Sunday, please
remember that the work of the Church does not take a snow day. Please consider adding a
little more to your contribution.
The Trustees plan on a Church Workday in early May. The snow will be gone by then
and the gardens will be ready for Clean up. Much to do all around the buildings. Date will be
posted.

May 10, 2014 Clean up team. Left to Right Front Row: D. Hardy, C. Kirkpatrick, B.
Parker, R. Seaman. 2nd Row: S. Seaman, S, Davis, L. Wood. Back: Rev. A. Baughcum, J. Hardy, D. Baughcum, N. Coffin. D. Wood in the back. Photo: R. Allen
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OUTREACH

Thanks to Jennifer Oddleifson and generous donations from the congregation, our 3 Salvation Army families had a very Merry Christmas.
The Bath Area Food Bank will be staying at the old UCC Church on Congress Avenue. However, they will be moving to a different location within the
building. We were saddened to learn of the death of Ellie King, a long time volunteer.
We have recently made donations to the Food Bank, Tedford Shelter Warm Thy Neighbor Fund, Town of Woolwich Fuel Assistance Fund and the
MCCA Fuel for Friends Fund.
Welcome Spring and Happy Easter to all.
Nancy A, Howard B, Paul D, Joan H, Jennifer O, and Linda W.

DFCC TIMES AT THE FOOD BANK
TUESDAY, APRIL 21 &
FRIDAY, APRIL 24

EASTER 2015
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EVENTS COMMITTEE
News from the Events Committee
The Events Committee set up dinners for eight for January, February,
and March. The dinners seem to be going well and enjoyed by all. Thank you
Roxanne for setting this up. The Events Committee would welcome any feed
back.
Rev. Alan Baughcum has selected a book for the book discussion group
and will have a time and date posted in the near future.
Think SPRING and plan for the garden planting and cook out. Set aside
the date of May 17th. We will start with the garden planting and end the day
with a cook out and games. Believe it or not, the raised beds for the garden
are still there, underneath the snow. Our plow person was careful not to plow it
away.
The Events Committee is in the process of searching for a web designer
to update or completely re-construct our web site. Charlie Durfee and Bob Allen have been talking to local designers. If you know of someone, please let either of then know.
Please forward to Rick Snell e-mail addresses of friends and neighbors
who would like to receive e-mails from the Events Committee regarding future
events at DFCC. Please confirm with them that we have their permission to
send them notices.
Michael Sinton (Chair). Roxanne Althouse, Elizabeth Gray, Rick Snell, Charlie
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MUSIC MINISTRY

OUR REED ORGAN—UPDATE
Work continues on the renovation of the Wilcox and White Reed organ. At this point,
the organ has been completely stripped and is being re-assembled. When parts were out of
the organ, they were thoroughly cleaned, polished as necessary, or whatever else was
needed to bring them back to as new condition.
Now the re-assembly has started. In his latest report (Report # 17 of March 10, 2015)
Mr. Myers describes in words and pictures part of the re-assembly. He has re-felted the
keys, repaired the key fronts and re-felted the pivots and stops that the keys ride on.
Myers also describes some of the technical intricacies
that went into this instrument. This is a record of his
findings, as well as an education for us. He describes
a series of “adjustment buttons” that permit the keys
to be leveled with respect to each other. Thus eliminating bumps between adjacent keys. Quite a technical achievement for a one hundred plus year old musical instrument.
You are urged to peruse the notebook being
prepared on the lectern in Johnson Hall which catalogues all of the reports and the progress made on
the instrument.

`
You, the Congregation might have missed us a
Sunday during February, as we could not fly back to
Boston, as it was snowed in. The European tour that
was talked about in the Advent issue of the newsletter
took place, but on a slightly less grand scale. We all
have to cut back a little.
We did make it to Berlin, Dresden and Prague.
Coventry Cathedral was not available, so we skipped
England. The two photos on this page are of the Cathedral zu Dresden (Dresden Cathedral). Beautiful
acoustics and a restored Silbermann Organ that Dr.
Althouse drooled over.
The choir is back, colds are gone, and it is time
to celebrate Easter. Come hear the choir on Palm
Sunday as well as the inspirational music planned for
Easter.

EASTER 2015
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Our Sunday School volunteers have continued to prepare lessons and crafts in anticipation of children attending Sunday School during the church services. With Easter approaching, ideas are coming together for special activities to involve little ones who may
come as visitors, or relatives of our congregation. The Christian Education Committee with
Reverend Baughcum, plan to hold a church forum later this Spring to share ideas and input
surrounding our Sunday School program. Details to follow.
The Adult Bible Study group has continued to enjoy a steady following on Tuesday
mornings. Led by both Reverend Baughcum and Nancy Bliss, it has provided a basis for
some interesting discussions!

MENS GROUP
The Men's Group at Days Ferry began as a breakfast at Mae’s. Now, seven years later, we
are still going strong. We try to meet on the second Monday of each month, throughout the
year.
Over time, our group has varied in attendance from four to nine. Our meetings start off with
feeding the soul; a meal supplied by one of our members. Then a period of airing our own
thoughts, followed by a discussion on a topic that one of our members has brought. Our
meetings typically last ninety minutes or so.
Another aspect of the Men's group is the long running ‘Monday Morning Work Group’ which
will stay and do repair, cleaning, or whatever else needs to be done around the Church.
This is past of our continuing Church community.
At times, we have been invited to various members homes for the meeting. This makes for
a really nice experience; from Paul Dumdey’s house
on the river, to Stu Carlisle’s porch overlooking the
ocean at Kennebec Point.

Easter Breakfast –2012

Meeting in October 2011:
L to r: H. Bliss, S. Carlisle, P. Dumdey,
Rev. B. Gibson, D. Hardy

T
uesday,
July 9th,
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Rev. John Dorhauer named candidate to become UCC's
ninth general minister and president
ucc.org/dorhauer_general_minister_president_02132015

February 13, 2015
Written by Anthony Moujaes

The General Minister and President Search Committee has
identified a candidate to become the ninth leader of the United
Church of Christ. The Rev. John C. Dorhauer, conference minister of the Southwest Conference of the UCC, is the search
committee's candidate, named Friday, Feb.13, chosen to lead
the nearly 1-million-member denomination into the future.
"John is an articulate visionary who has a deep love for the
United Church of Christ and will help us shape the future of the
church for years to come," said the Rev. Kent Siladi, who cochairs the search committee.
"I am deeply humbled and honored by the trust and confidence
placed in me by the search committee," Dorhauer said. "I
am grateful for the work they have given over the last
believe the Holy Spirit envisions a future in which the United Church of Christ matters," he said.
Dorhauer served as associate conference minister in the Missouri Mid-South Conference for five
years prior to being called to the Southwest Conference and has served churches in rural Missouri. Dorhauer has a Master of Divinity degree from Eden Theological Seminary and a Doctor of
Ministry degree from United Theological Seminary, where he studied white privilege and its effects on the church.
Dorhauer's candidacy must be confirmed first by the United Church of Christ Board of Directors
by a two-thirds vote at its upcoming meeting March 19, then by the delegates of the 30th General
Synod, meeting in Cleveland June 26-30, with a 60-percent majority.
The-member search committee spent four-and-a-half months on the process to identify a candidate for the next general minister and president. They were seeking a leader who is "a person of
faith, an articulate and theologically-grounded preacher and speaker, and an innovator who leads
with clarity and purpose" to act as CEO and chief spokesperson of the UCC. Dorhauer would be
charged with preparing the denomination for the future by planning, coordinating and implementing the mission of the church
The committee made its decision after careful prayer and intentional deliberation over the past
months," said the Rev. Bernard R. Wilson, co-chair of the search committee and chair of the UCC
Board of Directors. "We are enthusiastic about his recommendation."

"I
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Friday's announcement concludes a search process set in motion in mid-August, when current
General Minister and President the Rev. Geoffrey A. Black announced his plans to retire at the
conclusion of General Synod.
The committee has spent the last several months combing through a list of potential candidates,
discerning and dissecting the skills and qualifications of each applicant. In mid-January, the
committee interviewed its top applicants by web conference and met with the final candidates
for face-to-face interviews on Feb. 12-13.
"We are grateful to the search committee for their diligence, for their commitment to the process
and for the ways in which the Holy Spirit moved among us," Siladi said. "And we are grateful for
the pool of applicants representing the broad diversity of the UCC."
Past presidents and general minister and presidents of the UCC:
·

Fred Hoskins & James E. Wagner, co-presidents (1957-1961)

·

Ben M. Herbster, president (1961-1969)

·

Robert V. Moss, president (1969-1976)

·

Joseph H. Evans, president (1976-1977)

·

Avery D. Post, president (1977-1989)

·

Paul H. Sherry, president (1989-1999)

·

John H. Thomas, general minister and president (1999-2010)

·

Geoffrey A. Black, general minister and president (2010-present)

